
What is the Difference between Home-Based or Hospital Pallia�ve Services? 

The provision of pallia�ve care in the home and in the hospital can differ in several ways, including the 
se�ng, the level of comfort, the range of services available, and the involvement of family members. 
Here are some key differences: 
 
* Se�ng: Pallia�ve care in the home is provided within the pa�ent's own residence, whether it's their 
private home, a nursing home, or an assisted living facility. On the other hand, pallia�ve care in the 
hospital takes place within a medical facility, where pa�ents receive care in a specialized unit or a 
designated area. 
* Comfort and familiarity: Home-based pallia�ve care allows pa�ents to receive care in a familiar 
environment surrounded by their loved ones. This se�ng o�en promotes a sense of comfort, which can 
posi�vely impact a pa�ent's emo�onal well-being. In contrast, hospitals may feel more clinical and 
impersonal, which can poten�ally cause some pa�ents to feel more anxious or stressed. 
* Range of services: Pallia�ve care at home aims to provide comprehensive support, including pain and 
symptom management, emo�onal and spiritual care, assistance with ac�vi�es of daily living, and 
psychosocial support. Home-based care also allows for individualized care plans tailored to the pa�ent's 
specific needs and preferences. In a hospital, while the medical team can s�ll address pain and 
symptoms, there may be limita�ons on certain non-medical services or ameni�es available. 
* Availability of resources: Hospitals generally have access to a wider range of resources, such as 
advanced medical technologies, specialist consulta�ons, and 24/7 monitoring. In contrast, home-based 
pallia�ve care may rely more on community resources, mobile healthcare teams, and periodic visits from 
healthcare professionals. 
* Family involvement: In home-based pallia�ve care, family members or caregivers play an ac�ve role in 
providing support and assis�ng with daily care tasks. They can be more involved in decision-making and 
are usually present throughout the pa�ent's journey. In the hospital, family members may have more 
limited involvement due to restric�ons on visi�ng hours or logis�cal challenges. 

 
It's important to note that the choice between home-based pallia�ve care and hospital-based care 
depends on various factors, including the pa�ent's medical condi�on, personal preferences, available 
resources, and the support network in place. Both se�ngs aim to provide compassionate care and 
support to pa�ents with serious illnesses, however they offer different environments and levels of 
services to meet the unique needs of each individual. Consul�ng with your healthcare team is crucial to 
finding the right solu�on for you.  


